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Tradition and Overcoming Universalism in Social Sciences

Universalism has long been lost in social sciences without the emergence of
alternative. The prevalent political economy paradigm has paid little attention to
macro social changes. Rational choice is more about methodology than a
framework and fails to understand macro trends in society and politics. We have
been living without the sense of the whole under the hypnotic influence of new
technologies.

If Marxism or functionalism is no longer adequate, what would be an alternative
to draw a picture of society as a whole? Professor Ha goes beyond
deconstructing universalistic thinking about social change by proposing
tradition as a way to understand social changes in late industrialization. Based
on the comparative observations of tradition in South Korea, Japan, Germany

and the Soviet Union, Ha argues that tradition is a critical factor in the analysis
of social change under late industrialization. Based on a different interpretation of the role of
tradition in late industrialization, Professor Ha presents alternative ways to approach democratization, civil
society and international relations.

Late Industrialization, Tradition, and Social Change in South Korea

Professor Ha starts with a paradox in Korea’s economic development: an ultra-modern industrial economy has been
achieved, yet traditional networks of obligation and solidarity, such as blood, school, and regional ties have persisted, and
even become more deeply reinforced, profoundly affecting the fundamental aspects of Korean politics and socio-economic
relations. He contends that this paradox is not accidental, and that the course of Korea’s late economic development shaped
and entrenched these “primordial” ties into Korea’s politics, society, and economy. Thus, the persistence and predominance
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of these ties, what he calls“ neofamilism; 4|7} %3 O|(#TRKEK),” requires an explanation as to when, why, and how it
arose. The analysis of the paradox reveals distinct social phenomenon emerged through interactions between the
developmental state, traditional institutions, and economic tasks.

HEPZOEH & BBER

ol ER TSP 2 BHERZNORWVEHA TV, BOARE ST X1 L3 7 MIttaefko~ 7 n ik
RICIZE A EBALZ B2, AT RN, R EO TEER SR RITEGRIOE A &V D K035
FEim CHERBIRO~ 7 a2 MLy REGHA L TRV, B HIE AL BGR E8 LWETosRgROH, s
BIRDENRE ) RONIKT DIEE R LICAEETTE TS, A7 ZAEFOERERZAV LT, Hael
AR DHT LT3 H DD EAEITHR OO Z T & L TURKICIIM L, 2zl U THERZ ISk
TOWEBREBORALBEZ L5 &40, HEMICHEE, AR, MY VEDEHZ R LR, PEEL
DEVHZ DS, B2 bZ 0T 5 2 LITBWT, st TEERERIE L FikT 5,

BMEOKRIERL., &M, €L THRELE)

AR, EEOER] 2 U THRIEIEEL L EH L OBRBE S HIEIE AN EEZH O NICT 5,
REE O SRBA N EEICRE LIS b b b7, Mkk, 88, HildkZe SRR AR > b U — 7 D3RG
L., OWTIEES L RDWRUCIERT5, AR Z 0L ) RERETERSNIEHRD L 3&E %

(2477 IV =L (FFEEEE; MIEFQ) L#&bT 5, 3477 IV X228 0n>, ¥, O
ETHRELTEZONIZOWTHAT S, S512, 3477 IV —XANwEERHE, REL, TRAES,
L CHEBEEMRICE 2 5 GBI OWT T LWBER 28T 5,



